
     Joshua was winnining battles everywhere he went. He 

never deliberately disobeyed God. But one day, he forgot to 
pray and ask God to help him with a very important decision, 
and he got fooled!
    The Gibeonites were afraid of Joshua and his army. They 
knew that Joshua won all of his battles and didn't make peace 
treaties with anyone who lived close by him (because God 
had told him not to).  
     The Gibeonites didn't live too far from where Joshua lived. 
So they came up with a plan to deceive Joshua. They told 
him that they lived very far away and had heard how famous 
he was, so they wanted to meet him and make a peace treaty 
with him.
     If Joshua had remembered to pray and inquire of Lord 
about their story, God would have made certain he found out 
who these men were. But Joshua didn't, and as a result of 
this, he made a treaty with his neighbors and had to keep his 
word never to go to battle against them, even tho they were 
not good neighbors and God wasn't pleased with their ways.
     Joshua and the Israelites had many problems because of 
this unwise choice for the rest of their lives, because Joshua 
chose to make an important decision without asking God to 
help him with it. 
     Joshua did make one very good decision though. He 
made the decision to serve the Lord no matter what. He 
asked God to forgive him for not doing right, and he went right 
on serving God after that.  
     Jesus would like for every one of us to decide to serve 
him; and he promises that we can live forever with him when 
we do.  
     Romans 10:9-10,13 says if we believe that Jesus is the 
son of God and that God raised him from the dead; we can 
ask God for eternal life and he will give it to us.
     Who believes these things and wants to ask God for eter-
nal life?

teach your children to 

ask God to help with 

their decisions. It 

often saves a lot of 

trouble later.

Story Based On

Joshua Chapter Nine

Memory Verse
As for me and my house
We will serve the Lord

Joshua 24:15

• Why did Joshua get fooled?

• Should we pray about decisions in our lives?

• What should we do if we forget to pray and make a 
wrong choice?

• What was the best decision Joshua ever made?
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